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The story of Walsingham!
This is Mary when she was
visited by the Angel Gabriel.
He told her that she had
been chosen to have a
special baby, God's son,
Jesus. He asked her if she
was willing to have the baby.
Mary said 'Yes!'.

Over a thousand years later in 1061
there was a Saxon Lady of the Manor
called Lady Richeldis. She lived in
Walsingham! 
She had three visions from Mary, the
mother of Jesus, showing her the
house where she was visited by the
Angel Gabriel. Mary asked Richeldis
to build this house in England.  
 

However, it was difficult for the workmen to build the
wooden house and Richeldis spent all night in prayer. The
next morning, it was discovered that the house had been
completed and it was believed that Mary, with the help of
the angels, had moved the house to another spot, near a
spring of water, which she had chosen herself! 
 



Many people came to the
special house, which was named
the Holy House, including Kings
and Queens.  
They would light candles
and pray for healing and
drink the water from the wells.  
Lady Richeldis' son, Geoffrey had a priory built beside the
Holy House and asked monks to live there. The monks
looked after the Holy House and the priory, as well as all
the people who came to visit.

Nearly 500 years later in 1538, King Henry
VIII wanted to start a new Church becuase
he had fallen out with the Pope, who was
head of the Roman Catholic Church. King
Henry VIII had many holy places destroyed,
including the Priory and the Holy House at
Walsingham. 

Pilgrims still wanted to come to Walsingham to
pray to Mary, so in 1931 a new Holy House was
built by Fr Alfred Hope Patten, who was the
new vicar of Walsingham.

While the foundations were being dug, an old
Saxon well was found. It was blocked up with
all sorts of things, including shoes! When
everything had been removed, the well sprang
into life! The water from this well is believed to
heal and pilgrims still come to drink it or take
it home for family and friends who are ill. 



Can you Find the words from the story of Walsingham?

Wordsearch



Maze
Help the medieval pilgrim find his way 

to walsingham



Colouring
The Annunciation 

www.thekennedyadventures.com



Gabriel and Mary

Use the code to find out what Gabriel is saying to Mary



Jesus is born!
Colouring

www.thekennedyadventures.com



Prayer
Thank you for...

I am sorry for...

People I would like to pray for...

Write your own prayer



Colouring
What do you think is happening in this picture?

www.thekennedyadventures.com



Wordsearch
Read the special prayer and then find the words in blue



Young Pilgrims
If you would like further information on how we can support your Young 

Pilgrims, or to attend one of our special pilgrimages for children, young 

people or families please see our website or find us on Facebook and Twitter. 

www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk

Or contact the School and Young Pilgrims Officer 

Caroline Ward        schools@olw-shrine.org.uk 

01328 824205


